
“The current contestations of the liberal script are a global problem 
that takes on different forms in different parts of the world.”
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The Excellence Strategy aims to strengthen cutting-edge university research in Germany. The German

federal and state governments launched this program to provide long-term support for top-quality

research groups – so-called Clusters of Excellence – and high-performance universities. Contestations 

of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS) is one of seven Clusters situated in Berlin. In 2018, it was granted an initial 

seven years of funding.

With the Berlin University Alliance, Freie Universität Berlin, Humboldt-

Universität zu Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin, and Charité – 

Universitätsmedizin Berlin want to overcome boundaries and create a 

unique regionally and internationally integrated research environment.
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Paris; Higher School of Economics, Moscow / Latin America: University of São Paulo; El Colégio de 
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After the end of the Cold War, liberal democracy seemed to have prevailed 
for good. Today, 30 years later, however, the liberal model of political and 
economic order faces a profound crisis. Authoritarian leaders including 
Russian president Vladimir Putin, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 
the Secretary General of the Communist Party of China, Xi Jinping, as 
well as non-state fundamentalist groups such as the Islamic State openly 
operate as antagonists of the liberal model. At the same time, right-wing 
populist movements like the Alternative for Germany (AfD) gain strength 
by attacking the very foundations of liberalism within liberal societies. 
Transnational networks connect authoritarian leaders and right-wing 
populists. }}
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SCRIPTS
}} The Cluster of Excellence Contestations 
of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS) analyzes the 
contemporary controversies about the liberal 
order from a historical, global, and comparative 
perspective. What are the causes of the current 
contestations? How do they differ from 
earlier crises? What are the consequences for 
democracy, politics, and society in the context 
of the global challenges of the 21st century?
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