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Berlin University Alliance (BUA)
and the Student Research
Opportunites Program (StuROP¥)
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Berlin University Alliance (BUA)

* Alliance of four partner institutions
— Freie Universitat
— Humboldt-Universitat
— Technische Universitat
— Charité — Universitatsmedizin Berlin

* Funded under the Excellence Strategy of the German federal and state governments

(initially for 7 years)

* Start of the funding period: November 2019
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Goals of the Berlin University Alliance

Objective

Focusing
on Grand
Challenges

Objective

Fostering
Knowledge
Exchange

Objective

_ Advancing
 Research Quality|
~and Value |

Cross-Cutting Themes

Teaching and Learning | Internationalization

Diversity and Gender Equality

Objective

Promoting
Talent

Objective

Sharing
Resources




Cross-Cutting Theme: Teaching and Learning

* Addressing a concern of the previous Excellence Initiative: pure research funding from which students
do not benefit

* Measure 1: Berlin University Alliance Joint Courses and Programs

— BUA-Office for Teaching and Learning: administrative implementation of BUA teaching formats,
modules and degree programs

— E-Assessment Alliance: implementation of digital forms of examination; expansion of the portfolio

* Measure 2: Student Research Opportunities Program (StuROPX)
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StuROP*

Student Research Opportunities Program (StuROP¥)

Central program of the BUA for linking
research and teaching

X-Student Research Groups

X-Tutorials

* Research teams consisting of junior researchers and students * Research tutorials initiated and conducted by students; tutors

* Goal: To involve students in current research projects of the BUA interest
partners and to enable them to participate in research during their

conduct research with other students as a team on a topic of their

studies * Goal: To give students the freedom to work independently on their

own research question
* Junior researchers gain (more) experience in leading an research group

and teaching * Students gain (more) experience in research and teaching
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X-Tutorials: Student-organized research groups

* Two student research fellows as project head
(projects led by a single student are also possible)

* Duration: 6 months + extension for another 6 month, provided that the
BUA receives continued funding)

* Material resources (up to 750 €/project)

* Fellowship in the amount of 550€/month

* Formal requirement: Enrollment at FU/HU/TU/CHA

* Funding of 8 X-Tutorials per semester by the Berlin University Alliance

* Qualification program + regular meetings for the student research
fellows

* Supervision by a professor or research assistant X-Tutorial: “Improvisation als Ereignis. Musikalische Avantgarde und

transkulturelle Netzwerke zwischen Berlin und Darmstadt”, HU Berlin.

Cc by Maya Oppitz, Kilian Scholla, Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin
BERLIN
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X-Tutorials as collaborative research projects

* Student Research Fellows conduct their research project together with
other student.

* The questions for an X-Tutorial should be designed in such a way that
the project benefits from the participation of different students.

* Implementation either as two 1-semester projects
or one 2-semester project

* Itis possible to announce the X-Tutorial as a course in the course
catalogue. Participating students can gain credit points.

X-Tutorial: ,The Azolla-Event®, FU Berlin, Cc by Graf/Polenz
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X-Tutorial as a course

Interdisciplinary and cross-semester collaboration
* Announced in the course catalogue
* Open for participation to all students of the BUA-partner institutions

* Up to 15 participants per project (in case of more interested students,
participants will be drawn by lot)

Participants receive credit points
* 6 ECTS for 1 semester (=180 h workload)

 Creditable in the free elective area/ABV/UwP, individual crediting possible on
application in own study program
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Modulbeschreibung X-Tutorials 6 LP

Modul: Studentisches Forschungsprojek — X Tutorial
Hochschule: Parnerhochschulan der Badin University Allance: Charné, FU, HU, TU
Professorin bzw._ Professor des Projekts

Zugangsvoraussstzungen: kene
Qualfi kennen Phasen eines Forschungsprozesses. Sie sind In der
Lage, in zsifich bagrenztss Forschungsprojekt oder Telle davon selbstindsg in einem studenischen Team
durchzufliren, d. . Forschungsfragen zu formuliersn, ein methodisches. Vorgehan zu konzipiersn, die For-
schung umzusetzen und die Ergebnisse = Sie haben sin fir
‘Stuationen Im und kéinnen gesignete LAsungsansitze dafir entwicksin
S sind In der Lage, Ziele fir den gemeinsamen Arbeitsprozess 2u definieren, de Aufgaben Unterenander aut-
zutellen und sich gegenseitig Feedback zu geben. Sie haben die Fahigkalt, Inre Forschungserebnisse wissen-
schaftich und fr exteme Zislgnippen sufzubsneiten und kBnnen ihren sigenen Lem- und Forschungsprozess
krtisch refleitieran und bewertzn.
Iniaite:
Das Modul bietet dis Magichielt, &in planen und Dabsi
werdan die hiarfr notwendigen Inhaitichen Grundiagen erarbeitet und ein gesignetes methodisches Vorgehen
angawendet. Prozesshegiaitend werden Methoden fiir Peer-Feedback sowle fir die Refladon von Lem- und
i Forschung geelgneten Formaten
werden die Ergebiisse diskutient und in einem Format aufbersitet und présentiert.

Lehr- und Prasenzstudium Formen aktiver Arbeitsautwand
Lernfarmen

strddon = SWS) Telinahme (Stunden)

2 Kieingruppenarbeit,
Diskussion
Kieingruppenarbell,
Mitarbeit bei der Planung | Seminar:
und Durchfilhrung sines | Présenzzeit
studentischen For- Vor- und Nachbereitung
Lehriorschungspro- schungsprojeis, Aufbe-
jext reitung und Présentation | Lehrforschungsprojekt:
der Ergebnissa In sinem | Présenzzeit 120
wissenschaffichen For-
mat, Erstellung eines Re-
fexionsbericnts
Seminar: 2P
- 1 LP fir die Tellnahme
-1 LP fiir Ver- und Nachbersitung

Seminar

88

Lahrforschungaprojekt: 4 LP
- 2 LP fiir die Planung und Durchfiihneng des Projekts
Lelstungspunkte und - 1 LP fir dle Aufoeretung der Ergebnisse In milndlicher Form (2.
Veraussetzung fir deren Ersilung B. Vortrag, Posterprésentation), In schrifticher Form (z. B. Ex-
gebnisbericht, Essay) oder In mulimodaler Form (z. B. Audio- o-
der o oder

Diese Leistung kann individued oder in Gruppen erbracht wer-

d

.
- 1 LP fir die Ersteliung sines leitirapencrientierten individusllen

keine

! Das Modul git aks volistindig absoiviert, wenn alle Bestandiale
Abschiuss des Moduls erfolgreich absolviert wurden.

Berlin University Alliance " 4

Gefirdert im Rahmen der Exzsllenzsirategis von Bund und Lindem
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X-Tutorials: Designed to foster
Undergraduate Research Experience

* Based on the concept of Research based Learning. Support for
the conception is also provided by the workshops within the
qualification program

* Students go through an (almost) complete research process,
work on their own questions, generate (for themselves new)
scientific findings and prepare this for third parties. Phases of
research-based learning correspond to the typical steps of a
research process.

* Research takes place together (or in small groups) in the project
and not in individual work following the project (e.g. in the
context of a term paper following a seminar). In URE students'
results are finally brought together and the research process is
reflected upon.
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Part 3

Application
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What does the complete application contain? (1)

Application form (online)

* Applicant details, project title and institutional affiliation

* Motivation

Project outline (English or German)

* 3 pages (max) + 1 page bibliography (if required). Please avoid any further appendix! Description of research project

* Including a schedule over the course of 12 months and an assessment of the disciplinary backgrounds of the participating
students

¢ Please check:

https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-
unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
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https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf

What does the complete application contain? (2)

Optional: Application for material or travel resources
* Upto 750 €, prerequisite: necessity for research/project implementation,

* E.g. for moderation materials, entrance fees, printing costs, test person fees, software, consumables laboratory, guest
lectures...). No detailed but realistic calculation required!

* |tis possible to adjust this calculation during the project and you also might apply for additional funds during the course of the
project.
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What does the complete application contain? (3)

Supervision agreement provided by a subject-specific supervisor EE 2

Applying for an X-Tutorial

* By aprofessor or research assistant

1 Name and signature of applicant

/] (Charite

* Assessment of the feasibility of the research project FE |

 Willingness to provide expert advice and support the implementation fﬁiﬂmﬁfﬂ"'"T‘“"“‘"Wm”m'
date and signature

* Can award participating students with credit points 3 oot X Tt

3 Institutional Affiliation

Form: Proof of institutional affiliation

* Confirmation (signature) of a professor (might be the same person as the supervisor)

OFU DHU OTU O Chants

* Institutional affiliation = responsible for the organizational implementation of the e

last name, firstname of professor

date

X-Tutorial, e.g. room booking, access to learning platform, use of laboratory facilities e —

A\
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Part 4

Selection Procedure
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Selection Procedure

1. Formal check by StuROP*-Coordination, including:

— completeness of the application
— appropriate scope of application

— basic feasibility of the project (including an appropriate calculation for material funds, if applicable)

2. Evaluation of the applications by StuROP* Reviewer Panel

3. Funding decision by Steering Committee , Teaching and Learning” of the Berlin University Alliance

A\
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StuROP* Reviewer Panel

* Expert panel for the review of the applications

* 40 members, equal number of members from the four collaborative partners, approximately equal gender representation,
interdisciplinary

* Professors, scientific staff, students

* Proposals are reviewed by experts from the same field (2x) and by experts from different fields (1x)!

A\
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Criteria for the review of proposals

1. Quality of content
Question, relevance, ideas for sub-topics that students can work on and that contribute to
answering the overarching question, method(s),
preparation of results

2. Realization
Work phases, involvement of students, workload,

realistic time planning
3. Participating students

disciplines, previous
knowledge

4. Cooperation/
contribution to the BUA

-

» Notes on the project outline
implicitly contain all rating criteria:

https://www.berlin-university-
alliance.de/en/commitments/teac
hing-
learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-
proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-
on-project-outline tuts.pdf

BERLIN
UNIVERSITY
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https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
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https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-learning/sturop/tutorials/call-for-proposals/3-unterlagen/en_info-on-project-outline_tuts.pdf

What is important to the reviewers?

* Clearresearch question

* Open-ended and participatory project (no classical seminar plans!)

* Original perspective or methodological approach

* Trans- or interdisciplinary approaches

* Realistic time schedule for research project

* Reasonable workload for students

* Presentation of outcomes for a “braoder” audience (without being overambitious!)
* Proposals written well and understandable (also for non-specialists)

* No criterion but sensitivity to diversity and gender is positively perceived
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Outlook and Schedule
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StuROP* Qualification Program

* Workshops for scholarship holders: Preparation for their task as leaders
of a research project and support them throughout this process.

* Additional workshops on topics that support their further qualification
in the field of research and teaching.

* Please find workshop dates here:
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-
learning/sturop/qalifizierungsprogramm/index.html

A\
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Berlin Conference for Student Research

¢ Annual Conference

* Platform for showcasing
student research:

Presentations

Supplementary workshops
Networking

A\

Program Berlin Conference for Student Research 2025

October, 2™ 2025, Dorotheenstrafe 24 in 10117 Berlin (House 1, Floor 4)

09:00 - 09:30: Opening Session

Welcome by Christian Schroder, Vice President for Education, Teacher Training, and
Continuing Education at Technische Universitdt Berlin, and member of the Teaching and
Learning Steering Committee of the Berlin University Alliance

Floor 4, Foyer

09:30 — 11:00: Panel A

pkeit, Kritik und Narration / Law in

ession A1: Recht im Diskurs: Zw
Just

Norr
Raum 1.403
» Session A3
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Schedule Summer Semester 2026

Funding information

by StuROP*- .
Coordination Office

(Feb 2026)

Final Workshop ‘

L 4

Interim / Final Report .

A\

Kick-Off Workshop
and Preparatory
Workshops in March

A 4

Implementing
X-Tutorial 1st
Semester

Start Fellowship in .
April 2026

Mid-Semester .
Workshop in May

If applicable:
continuing research
project for another

6 month

g I RO WESS aSKApE”
Im Wintersemester 23/24
2. Besuch der M

— "”J'O?lcrs

Brandenburgischen
L

PN
S

3. Recherche zu

€

Gesprich mit Gerlind Lachenicht 5 Verofientlichung eines

Taute von als Jixi*inrien verfolgte
Christ‘innen, einzelnen Personen

Berlin Confernece for Student Research
Sept/ Oct 2026
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Presentation of Outcomes

* Hereare some
examples for
publications for a
broader audience

* Please note: The
research process
is center stage!

A\

— weiter auf S, 3

Online Publication:

,Das Leben der Auguste und wie

es hatte sein kénnen”,
by X-Tutorial”

(De-)Kolonialisierung und Digital

Humanities”

Studens presenting at the
national conference for
student research in
Oldenburg (StuFo)

“fvitation

You are invited to join our opening event on
‘September Ist at 6pmi We have worked hard to

have a fun time!

IVERSs

hibition

Humboldt Universitit zu Berlin 01.09.2025
Unter den Linden 6 [Lichthof Ost) 18:00
10099 Berlin

ESe w o .

Exhibition, Lichthof HU Berlin: X-

Tutorial
,The Diverses Brain“

FORMS OF
BELSNGING

-
3
[}

SS1USpI [eUOHEUSUERL] JO SUBjEWILn PuUE FUB{e

LUU BICH NGOC
- ANNA FREHIWOT MACONI
~ ASRIN MAHMOOD

DILAN ARSLAN
JULIANNE CHUA
'SUMONA DHAKA!

ul4aq Ul Selodselp uelSe-olye SSolde

CLAIRE NOA THERESIN
JAYMIE WEI
JAMIL ZEGRER

14 FEB 2025 LAB
1.30—12:15
Unter den Linden 6, 2249a

s (AT [ i P

X-Tutorial presenting at
a symposium at their
institute

BERLIN
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Want to learn more?

* Peer-Austausch mit erfahrenen X-Tutor:innen der Berlin University Alliance

* 6.11.20215, 16:00-17:30

* Online event (in German)

* Organized by the carreer service of FU Berlin, open to all students within the Berlin University Alliance

* https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/career/qualifizierung/wege/tutoring/termine/2025 peer_xtutorials_061125.html

-
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Part 6 3 N

Q & A: Open Questions? = ‘
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Now it‘s time for your questions!

¢ Contact: sturop@berlin-university-alliance.de

* Please submit your proposal by November 30, 2025

¢ Further Questions?
Please check out the FAQs:
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/en/commitments/teaching-

learning/sturop/tutorials/faq-tuts/index.html

_—
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