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0 1 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n

Research Context & Objectives

The Problem

Peace remains a contested concept 

Why Germany?

▸

▸

▸

Research Objectives

1 Identify Distinct Viewpoints

2 Analyze Temporal Dimensions

3 Methodological Contribution

Sample Overview

16
Participants

4
Factor Groups

47
Q-Statements



02.  Methodology

Q-Methodology Framework

What is Q-Methodology?

Q-methodology is a systematic approach for studying subjectivity

Key Advantages

How It Works

1 Q-Set Construction

2 Q-Sorting

3 Factor Analysis

4 Factor Interpretation



02.  Methodology

Research Design: Q-Set & Interviews

The Q-Set: 47 Statements

Negative Peace

Absence of violence, war, conflict

Positive Peace

Social justice, equality, human rights

Procedural Peace

Process, dialogue, compromise

Structural Peace

Institutions, stability, order

Personal Peace

Inner calm, daily experience

Global Peace

International relations, environment

Example Statements

Interview Protocol

Why These Extremes?

Emotional Responses

Personal Narratives



02.  Methodology

The Q-Sort: Distribution Grid

Forced-Choice Design

The Q-sort uses a quasi-normal distribution grid ranging from -5 (most disagree) to +5 (most 

agree). The constrained number of positions at each rank forces participants to prioritize 

statements, revealing their true beliefs rather than allowing neutral or socially desirable 

responses.

Ranking Position Number of Statements

+5

+4

+3

+2

+1

0

-1

-2

-4

-5

Why This Matters

1

2

3

4

Key Insight

quantifiable 

data



03.  Results

Factor Analysis: Four Distinct Viewpoints

1 Equalist Humanist            31.25% 5 participants Idealist Pacifist                 31.25% 5 participants

3 Domestic Realist             18.75% 3 participants Pragmatic Globalist            18.75% 3 participants

2

4



F1
04.  Factor  Analys is

Factor 1: The Equalist Humanist Perspective

Core Definition

Peace centers on human rights, social justice, equality, and dignity.

This viewpoint emphasizes that true peace cannot exist without 

fundamental rights and fair treatment for all members of society.

5 Participants: 00JI (0.858), 5LHG (0.707), 1YWK (0.664), 08P5 

(0.653), LKO5 (0.592)

Key Labels: Fairness, Dignity, Human Rights, Equality, Inclusivity

Strongly Agree (+5)

Strongly Disagree (-5)

Participant Voices

Emotional Tone

Hopeful yet worried



F2
04.  Factor  Analys is

Factor 2: The Idealist Pacifist Perspective

Core Definition

Peace as absence of violence, inner calm, and harmonious 

relationships.

5 Participants: 5DB4 (0.776), KQV7 (0.626), G4XF (0.599), TVJ5 (-

0.513*), TO4J (0.424)

Key Labels: Equal Rights, Freedom of Choice, Living Without Fear

Strongly Agree (+5)

Strongly Disagree (-5)

Participant Voices

Emotional Tone

Fearful yet hopeful



F3
04.  Factor  Analys is

Factor 3: The Domestic Realist Perspective

Core Definition

Peace as stability, order, and functioning institutions.

3 Participants: YYCG (0.751), XRYX (-0.730*), KWT0 (0.622)

Key Labels: Compromise, Safety, Stability, Disagreements Are Natural

Strongly Agree (+5)

Strongly Disagree (-5)

Participant Voices

Emotional Tone

Confident and diplomatic; positive despite awareness of issues. View peace as 

achievable through proper institutional functioning



F4
04.  Factor  Analys is

Factor 4: The Pragmatic Globalist Perspective

Core Definition

Peace as global concern requiring active effort and sacrifice.

3 Participants: 49DM (0.747), 7J87 (0.670), ARNG (0.501)

Key Labels: Social Justice, Sacrifice, Global Perspective, Process

Strongly Agree (+5)

Strongly Disagree (-5)

Participant Voices

Emotional Tone

Committed and purposeful



05.  Temporal  Analys is

Why Past, Present, and Future Matter
Historical References in Peace Narratives

DDR Memories

—Nostalgia for social cohesion despite material deprivation

—Awareness of ongoing social and economic divisions

—Political mobilization of historical memory

Reunification Legacy

—Acknowledgment of ongoing process

—Recognition that reunification remains incomplete

—Critical awareness of persistent disparities

Wartime Experiences

—Direct and intergenerational trauma

—Family migration stories shaping peace views



05.  Temporal  Analys is

Present Experiences of Peace

Personal Domains

Participants find peace in intimate, everyday 

contexts:

Social Concerns

Current threats to peace perception:

Hate & Extremism

Public Safety

Gender Inequality

Political Climate

Environmental

—Climate as peace issue

—Active concern for environmental peace

Economic

Pattern: Participants experience peace personally and locally (family, community, routines) while perceiving threats socially and structurally (extremism, 

inequality, climate). This creates tension between private peace and public concern.



05.  Temporal  Analys is

Future Aspirations and Fears

Aspirations Fears

Political Polarization

Environmental Degradation

Social Cohesion Erosion

Economic Instability

60%
Future-Oriented

Seeking improvement

30%
Present-Focused
Finding peace now

10%
Past-Oriented
Drawing on history



06.  Discussion

Key Findings & Theoretical Implications

Major Findings

1 Views

2 Time

3 History

4 Tensions

Theoretical Contributions

Extends Peace Studies

Validates Q-Methodology

Highlights Temporal Framing

German Reunification Relevance



C o n c l u s i o n

Despite divergent definitions—ranging from human

rights and equality to inner calm and harmony to

stability and order—participants share common

concerns about social justice, security, and the future

Understanding these diverse peace perspectives is

essential for building inclusive peace-building

strategies that acknowledge rather than erase

viewpoint differences.

The temporal dimensions revealed in this study—how past

experiences, present circumstances, and future aspirations

intertwine—highlight that peace is not a static condition but

an ongoing, dynamic process shaped by memory,

experience, and hope.

4
Distinct Viewpoints

3
Temporal Dimensions

1
Shared Goal: Peace
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