
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature 

• Established in Kyoto in 2001 as a national inter-university research 
institute of Japan, under the auspices of the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)

• A constitutional member of the National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU)

• Conducting inter- and transdisciplinary projects to address socio-
environmental problems through a lens of humanity and nature 
interactions

• Launched a PhD program at SOKENDAI in 2023

• Visit https://www.chikyu.ac.jp/ for more information.

(Sōgō Chikyū Kankōgaku Kenkyūjo; RIHN; Chikyūken)
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Inter-university research institutes: Japan’s unique research institutions
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https://www.soken.ac.jp

• Provide researchers from universities across 
Japan with resources that are not available in 
ordinary universities;

• Play a leading role in advancing scientific 
research in Japan through joint research; and

• Ally for graduate education at The Graduate 
University for Advanced Studies, SOKENDAI.



RIHN: Number of collaborative researchers (as of March 2025)
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RIHN Prospectus 2025, p.59 https://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn/files/publicity/brochure/2025/E.pdf



RIHN: Budget and number of ongoing projects per year
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Kondo et al. 2022 in Vienni-Baptista & Klein (eds.) https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003129424

Income FY2025
JPY 1,426M (~EUR 7.66M)



RIHN’s current stage-gate system for project selection and evaluation
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RIHN Leaflet 2026 https://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn/files/publicity/leaflet/2026/leaflet2026EN.pdf



RIHN’s ongoing transdisciplinary research projects 4RIHN leaflet 2026



Interviews to 9 completed projects revealed…

Kondo et al. 2022 in Vienni-Baptista & Klein (eds.) https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003129424
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